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Annual Membership 

Meeting 
 

Our Annual Meeting will 

be graced by a visit from  

former First Lady Abigail 

Adams at Winton Country 

Club on Saturday, Septem-

ber 26, 2009. 
 

Our meeting will begin at 

11:30 a.m. and a bountiful 

buffet will be served at 

noon, followed by Mrs. 

Adamôs presentation. 
 

Mrs. Adams will be portrayed 

by Abigail Schumann from 

Colonial Williamsburg. 
 

Please join us for this 

event!  Remember 11:30 

a.m. at Winton Country 

Club on September 26, 

2008.  Make reservations 

by calling the Museum, 

946-9068, by Friday, Sep-

tember 5.  Cost is $12 

which includes meal, tax, 

tip and entertainment. 
 

See page 5 for suggested 

readings. 

Abigail Schumann is a producer 

with Colonial Williamsburg 

productions.  This group pro-

duces educational television 

programs on early American 

history for grades 4-8.  These 

programs are broadcast nation-

ally on PBS stations.  Last year, 

they won 

four Emmy 

Awards for 

their pro-

grams. 
 

In 2001, she 

began por-

traying Abi-

gail Adams 

in the stage 

p l a y 

ñJefferson 

and Adamsò 

by Howard Ginsberg and has 

since developed her character 

portrayal of  this fascinating 

woman. 
 

Ms. Schumann, also, is a per-

former in Colonial Williams-

burgôs 18th century play series.  

Abigail has been a historical in-

terpreter for over 25 years, por-

traying a wide variety of charac-

ters.  In 1997, she wrote a one 

woman show, ñOur Common 

Passageò, in which she portrayed 

four women during the American 

Revolution. 
 

Both plays are available on DVD 

from Colonial Williamsburg. 

Also at the Annual Meeting:  Silent Auction 

including a framed Mort Kunstler print of  

The World Turned Upside Down 

and signed copies of two biographies of Abigail Adams  
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New in the Library 
 

¶ Sorting Some of the Wrights of Southern Virginia, by 

Robert N. Grant, 7 volumes on four CDs, with a focus on 

Francis Wright of Amherst County, 1767, his wife Mary 

(Hawkins) Wright, and his descendants; includes charts. 

Also several bound volumes of Wright family records 

from both Amherst and Nelson countiesðdeeds, chancery 

court, death, cemetery, probate, Birth Records, Marriage 

Records, Census Records, Patent Deeds and Land Grants, 

Deed Records, Death Records, and Probate Records, Nel-

son County, Virginia; Wright Family Personal Property 

Tax Records, Nelson County, Virginia, and Wright Fam-

ily Land Tax Records, Nelson County, Virginia. 

¶ Chronicles of Wilkes County, Georgia from Washing-

tonôs Newspapers 1889-1898, articles of Eliza A Bo-

wen, Rev. F.T. Simpson, S.A. Wooten, and others; 

transcribed and edited by Mary Bondurant Warren, 

Heritage Papers, Danielsville, GA, 1978. 

¶ War of 1812 Veteran Burials at St. Johnôs Episcopal 

Church Graveyard, Richmond, VA, published 2009 by 

the Society of the War of 1812 in the Commonwealth 

of Virginia; and Encounters with the British in Vir-

ginia During the War of 1812, by Myron E. Lyman, 

Sr. and William Hankins, copyright 2008-2009 by the 

Society of the War of 1812 in the Commonwealth of 

Virginia.  Set also includes a CD of Burials of 3050 

War of 1812 Veterans in Virginia. 

Kidsô Corner 
 

In June our children had the opportunity to learn more about 

Amherst Countyôs part in the heritage of the bateau.  Deanna 

Sweeney (at right with bateau painting by Bill England) ar-

rived in her Batteau Festival dress and answered questions 

about bateaux both old and new.  
 

Sandi Esposito came to the Museum in July to teach the chil-

dren about historic architecture.  After-

wards, they practiced building with brick 

cookies and tried on some of the 

old fashioned clothes and hats.   
 

      In August, Miss Daisy Williams, por-

trayed by Olivia Claire  Wittmann, 

visited Museum and helped children 

make an autograph book. 

 

ñAntiques day at the museumò turned the stylish historical 

society Headquarters into Americaôs attic on July 18 as 

some 70 people and their treasures packed the halls. 
 

The items were unique: a turn-of-the-century ñmagic lantern 

setôô (an early ñslide projectorò) with boxes of colored glass 

slides, pieces of ivory, gold and silver jewelry; a Madame 

Alexander doll; a variety of clocksétwo of which were re-

paired on the spot, and fine china and silver pieces.  Particu-

larly unusual were a framed 1850ôs membership certificate 

from a Philadelphia benevolent society for the widows and 

children of seafarers and two small gauge TRIX toy train sets 

made in Germany before World War II.  
 

Door prizes included a framed reroute raised print, an an-

tiques appraisal book and Queena Stovall stationery. Visitors 

also got a preview peek at a slide show being prepared from 

the turn-of-the-century black and white photographic glass 

plates of Amherst county that the museum is copying and 

preserving. 
 

Many thanks to consultants 

Jim Harding of Hardingôs 

Clocks and Music Boxes; Biff 

Bowen of Bowen Jewelry 

Company; Sam DeLaura, a 

railroading expert; and Libby 

Howell, antique doll consult-

ant. Lyl Wray of Blue Moon 

Antiques chaired the event. 

Children visiting the Museum now have 

the opportunity to try out some old fash-

ioned clothes.  Many thanks to Mrs. James 

Brockman for these outfits! 

Next Program: 

Saturday, September 12  

at 2 p.m. 

A n d y  R i t t m e y e r  

w i th  door  p r ize . 


