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From the Directorð 
 

Itôs been a busy year, and we hope you have enjoyed the 

activities we have offered in 2009.  Thanks to everyone 

who made them successful!   
 

We had Winter lectures in January, February and March; 

Yard Sale in June; Antiques Day in July; Annual Meeting 

in September with guest Abigail Adams; Van Tour in 

October; Election Day Cake Event and Apple Tree 

Planting in November; and many childrenôs  programs on 

the second Saturday of each month. 
 

Help us grow and present programs you enjoy.  We love 

suggestions!   
 

We received a grant from the Greater Lynchburg 

Community Trust for new outdoor exhibit signage which 

will be installed this spring.  We have replaced much of 

our older hardware and software on the computer to help 

keep the Museum more efficient. A community summer 

employment program provided us with a high school 

student who processed the Cash glass negative collection 

(about 400 slides from 1900-1915).  We have begun 

working with the town of Amherst centennial, the county 

sesqui-bicentennial, and the Civil War sesquicentennial,  

and the many meetings that go with them. 
 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all! ð Holly 

Mills, Director 

 

 

Coming Up! 
 

Saturday, December 12, Bookfair at Barnes and Noble (see page 5) 
 

Watch for details for our Winter Programs Series! 

Winter Programs Coming Up! 
 

Your museum has some exciting activies in the works to fill 

those winter days when your spirits may need a lift!  Plans 

are stil l  being made. See our website  

www.amherstcountymuseum.org and watch the newspaper 

for specific times and dates.  Invite a friend and come join 

us for a cup of coffee and good fellowship. 
 

¶ A opportunity to learn more about the countyôs 

historic resources, ask questions and hear answers 

as to what itôs all about!  See more on page 4 of this 

newsletter 

¶ A panel discussion about the last one hundred years 

of the Town of Amherstða great opportunity to 

prepare for the townôs centennial next year! 
 

Be sure to watch our website and local newspapers for 

details as the times and places are scheduled. 

Coming in April! 
The Museumôs new book about the first hundred 

years of the town of Amherst!   
 

This book will have many pictures and history at an 

affordable price and is scheduled for release in 

April for the townôs centennial. You will want to 

put your name on the list to have one reserved for 

you!   Call the Museum at 946-9068. 
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New in the Library 
 

¶ Pittsylvania County Virginia Inventories & Accounts Current, 1770-

1797, compiled by Lucille C. Payne. 

¶ The Marriage License Bonds of Lancaster County, Virginia from 1701 to 

1848, by Stratton Hottingham, published by Clearfield, 2002 (originally 

published 1927). 

¶ Virginia: A Commonwealth Comes of Age, an illustrated history by 

Lisa Antonelli Bacon, American Historical Press, 2004. 

Kidsô Corner 
 

 

Election Day Cake 

Event 
 

At left, Sheila Pleasants shows 

off the cake she won at our 

Election Day Cake Event!  

Thank you to everyone who 

supported the Museum on 

Election Day! This event 

raised over $800 for the 

Museum.  Some of our other 

winners were George 

Wingfield, Joan Wayne-

Horsley and Brenda Bryant.   

Dianne Gardner of West Virginia visited 

the Museum before the Fall Van Tour of 

Coffeytown.  Here she displays her 

newly  pub l i shed  book abou t 

Coffeytown families. 

Christmas is coming to the Museum and 

the children have been quick to find it!  

At left, children decorated their tree with 

hand made ornaments and strings of 

popcorn.  Some candy-filled ornaments 

were taken home but some have been left 

on the tree as a gift for those who will not 

have their own candy tree.  At right, more 

children take a moment to visit with Lisa 

of WAMV radio, before she begins 

broadcasting the Lions Club Christmas 

Parade from the Museum.  Behind them 

you can see the Museum tree with angel 

tree gifts donated by the Amherst 

Womanôs Club.  Thank you, Food Lion 

and WalMart  for your support for the 

Cookies and Cocoa party! 

At left, the frontispiece 

from the Monelison 

V o l u n t e e r  F i r e 

Departmentôs fiftieth 

Anniversary keepsake 

edition, presented to the 

County and placed in 

the Amherst County 

Museumôs archives. 

Amherst County Apple 

Expert Tom Burford 

visits the Museum 
 

Tom Burford, well-known 

apple expert, came to the 

Museum on Saturday, 

November 21, to speak to 

us about the Amherst 

County heritage apple.  

The Ralls apple  dates back 

to the 1790s in Amherst 

County. We planted a Ralls 

apple tree by the 

schoolhouse. 



Next year, 2010, is a census year for the US.  The 

government is already gearing up to take on this massive 

project that started almost two hundred and twenty years 

ago.  Over the decades census records have played a major 

factor in genealogy research and are one of the first records 

many turn to when they start to trace their family tree. 

 

The Amherst Museum and Historical Society has many 

census research materials available.  They include 

printed indexes, indexes on CD and images on 

microfilm.  We are also in the process of adding and 

indexing agricultural census records. 

 

The earliest available federal census is 1790 and the 

most current available year is 1930.  The records for the 

1890 census year were about ninety percent destroyed 

by fire in 1921, making it the only census year that is 

absent.   By law census records must be 72 years old 

before they can be released to the public.  The next 

release will be the 1940 census in the year 2012.  From 

1790 through 1840 only the heads of the households 

were enumerated by name.  The remainder of the 

household was broken down by sex and age groupings.  

 

Beginning in 1850 all members of the household were 

enumerated, but it wasnôt until 1880 that their 

relationship to the head of the household was added.   
 

The 1850 census year also saw the addition of questions 

that were required to be asked of the household 

members.  Although some of the questions asked over 

the decades remained pretty much the same, others 

changed from census year to census year.  

 

2010 

The Census is Coming! The Census is Coming! 
By Midge Elliott 
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Some of the questions asked over various census years 

were: where they were born, immigration information, 

where their parents were born, how long a couple had 

been married and even how many children a woman 

had had and how many were still living.  All these 

questions add up to a wealth of family information 

that makes the census records a valuable tool in 

genealogy research. (Below, 1880 census) 

From the Amherst County Census, 1850; note that names and ages 

of all the members of a household were being included in 1850. 

At left, a portion of a 

sample form used for 

the 1860 census,   Note 

that names, ages and 

occupations are listed, 

but relat ionships 

would not be recorded 

until 1880. 


