Amherst County Museum & Historical Society

staff@amherstcountymuseum.org
www.amherstcountymuseum.org
(434) 9469068
Hours: Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. to noon and 1p.m. to 5 p.m.

VOLUME 35, NUMBER 2 May 2010

w5y 4 = 5 The Town of Amherst,| | L
¢ 0 Mgmen ! *ﬁ e st 00, ¢
cou™ e Al Ores. Sy .\ M, '1€ e
3 ° " ey d My, iy
-\ Sty aﬁy 9
L ne
WOV s Se
nel et @ e
Ce\Nspap &gAQS [on; l/l//ya[ %
W e Whe, ‘o "'
07 1080%" SC
an® * as Ne g
B 7

Coming in April!

The Museumbébs NEW BOOK about the first hundr

This book has many pictures and history at the affordable price of $18 and is scheduled for release in Apri
for the towndés centennial. You will want to put

Museum at 94® 0 6 8 , or mai | your order to the Museumb:s
www.amherstcountymuseum.org/giftshop.htn®r just pick one up at the high school on Founders Day!
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Coming Up!

Saturday, May 22 at 10 a.dn.Amherst Stories from the Front Porch

Paul Walles, Leah Settle Gibbs, Jimmy Settle, Helen Massie, Ray Smith and Will Jlays
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New in the Library

Pittsylvania County Virginia Inventories &
Accounts Current, 1770797, compiled by Lucille
C. Payne.

The Marriage License Bonds of Lancaster County
Virginia from 1701 to 1848by Stratton Hottingham,
published by Clearfield, 2002 (originally published
1927).

Virginia: A Commonwealth Comes of Agen
illustrated history by Lisa Antonelli Bacon,
American Historical Press, 2004.

Sorting Some of the Wrights of Southern Virgiaia,
4 CD set containing five parts and sources t
accompany the multivolume set about the Wrigh
family as compiled by Robert N. Grant.

My Coffey, Stratton and Related Families of

Daisy Visits the Museum
Saturday, April 10 at 10 a.m.

The vyear isfmy | =
1882, and 13 '
yearold Daisy #
Williams  has |
stopped in to
pay us a Vvisit
before she
returns to
school in New
York  City.
Daisy will tell
us about herjg
family and their

Virginia, compiled and written by Dianneé home at Sweetlls
McGinley Gardner, 2009. Briar.
Mark Your Calendars!
Welcome to our new members!
Annual Yard Sale Saturday, June 5 _
. Skip and Jane Hansberry, Amherst, VA
We need your donations! The Museum's annual lYard

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Chockley, Efland, NC
Charles Scott, Pensacola, FL

Sale will be on Saturday, June 5. We welcome lightly
used household items, decorative pieces, linens,
artwork, bricor-brac, etc; no clothes, please. Baked
items will also be welcomed. Bring your items to the
Museum the week before Sale Day. Cash donatioe)sur
are always welcome.

Stories from the Front Porch!

Winter program of reminiscences from the famed
storytellers of the Town of Amherst was so popular that
N2 6ve been asked to do anot he
May 22, at 10 a.m. for even more stories about the Town
a 9f mh r§t- Bﬂnﬂm Ig_v\‘,n ghta\ir obsgrﬁaﬂ ?utyaablgnket
and settle down for a tfip down memory lane! “In case of
bad weather, come to the Annex in back.

The sale is scheduled for 7 to noon on Saturday, J
and will be held in our annex.

Our job is to take ¢
heritage, and we need your help to do it!

Genealogy Research Sources Available At The Museum

I f youdre thinking of researching your Amhers Co

Historical Society one of your first stops? The museum has a research room that is crammed full with ll sorts ¢
family information and records. Whet her youdfe a

hidden treasure just waiting to be uncovered for your family tree. Some of the many wonderful genealogy resource
we have include, marriage, birth and death indexes, abstracts of wills and deed records, family files, cerjsus reco
indexes and images, tax records, newspapers on microfilm, church records and tombstone in$tgptisashav
a variety of sources about the history Amherst County, such as maps, files on buildings of historical inferest ant
i ndustries in the area, as wel |l as historicall ar
shop where we have a variety of books pertaining to family and area history available for purchase. |So, com
visit us and maybe add another leaf to your family tree. As always our friendly, knowledgeable staff i here to
assist you with your research.

A\1”4
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Town and House Tour 2010

Saturday, April 17 from 9:30 to 1 p.m.
$10 for three homes, or $5 eadéh-Bonus! Mill and four churches are free!

Edgewood The house contains both contemporary furniture and
family pieces. Important features of the structure include
two large second floor bedrooms, a finished half
basement, a waligp attic and a beautiful baseméael

patio and English boxwoods in the back yard. A brick
breezeway connects the dwelling to a single car garage.
The property extends all the way down the hill from
Garl and Avenue to Scottods
portion of the Scott apple orchard.

The Baker-Cash Place
355 North Main Street

‘ e R

On the National Historic Registry, Edgewood was built in 1818,

by Arthur B. Davi es. Known at t
Edgewood later served as the Higginbotham Academy for girls

in the 1850s as well as a meeting place for the Clinton Masonic

Lodge. Judge Taylor Berry (his door plate is still on the front

door) acquired the property in the later 1850s and his
descendents lived in the home until the mid 1990s. The oldest e
section features Federal and Greek Revival technologies angh 1937 Charles Raymond and Margaret Cash
style, and comprises 4,500 square feet of the 8,500 total. Gregory built this house on eight lots bought from Mr.

Interesting interior details of the old section include nine and Mrs. W.M. Gannaway. Built at the end of the
fireplaces with complex carved mantels, a circular staircaseGreat Depression, the house contains six rooms, two
leading from the entry hall, past the curved door room to thePaths, central heat and hardwood floors at a cost of
third floor landing, and perhaps the most striking of all, a just over $5000.

threewall mural in the dl’aWing room done by an itinerant Durina the late 1930s and 40s the upstairs bedrooms
painter around 183 0-Chinebd style muyerd feftedl ouY tb ¥nbirtbers! ahAin@rican Cyanimide,
scenes including tiger hunts, ladies on elephants and mefincluding Stephen Lamanna who later built the brick

picking oranges, were discovered in the 1970s when layers ofanch across the street. Later Sweet Briar professors
the wallpaper were removed. They were featured in the|jyed here also.

magazine, Antiques in March 1984. The 1972 addition
features a sunken marble pool resembling a Roman bath.

In the 50s and 60s the house also was a tourist home

for travelers and young men dating Sweet Briar girls.
The Hobbs Place Guests remember Margaretd

216 Garland Avenue wheat bread and Raymondoés

The side yard (lot) was a garden; the back contained
grapes, raspberries and also vegetables. Ducks, geese,
chickens, pigs and a goat lived in the back lot.

For the past twenty years this home has been the
residence of Mar gar et an
nephew, Marvin Cash and partner William Baker,
who continue the tradition of southern hospitality.

This brick huse was built by the widow Vara Page in 1952 . .

who lived there with her daughter Virginia. It was the home A $10 ticket includes these threp

of Frank T. f@ABunnyo and Malhpmed Edgewaad, Bhe klebbs Plage 1 9
L

until her death in 1990. Burks and his new wife Lil sold thejand The BakerCash Place, or you ca

house in 2001 to Jack and Peggy Hobbs who currently resideSee individual homes for $5 per home
in the home with their son Jay. )
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Ascension Church
253 South Main Street

New Glasgow (Clifford).

On August 12, 1878, a deed was recorded in which
Robert M. Brown donated the property dii Street for

the church and a brick edi:
perfect in its proportions and modeled after many
churches in Northern Italy.

The first major remodeling of the church started in 1917 and
included stained glass memorial windows, new pews and a
furnace. The pulpit came from the Waynesboro Presbyterian
Church and the memorial windows from St. Louis. The
church was remodeled in 1938, and the basement rooms were
completed in 1944 to be used for Sunday School and family
Bishop John Johns consecrated the new brick churct meals. In later years other changes were made, notably the
Ascension Church in 1848. The Reverend Dav education annex in 1956. In 1961 the church was again
Caldwell became the first rector. Five determined me¢remodeled and the sanctuary repainted. During the 1970s the
were inspired to have the church built: Dr. Henr basement rooms, by then in disuse, were repainted and
Landon Davies, Mr. Marshall Harris, Capt. William freshened up for the use of the church youth.

Waller, Mr. Ben Taliaferro and Zachary Tinsley. The
land had been donated by Mr. Elijah Fletcher and t
widowed Mrs. David Garland also contributec
substantially. Rev. David Caldwell was the dsodaw
of William Waller and the grandsdn-law of Jane
Meredith Garland (David Shepherd Garland's wife).

The contractor and builder was Hickman Meredith. Tt
one story, gable roof, gable end in front with a later Gott
-revival central square, three story tower has had seve
additions over the years. In 1853 Elijah Fletcher donat
the bell that is still in use. In 1875 the church was enlarg
to include a recess chancel, organ chamber, baptistry
vestry room. In 1892, the six stained glass windows we

installed. Notable features are the rose window a Mount Olivet Baptist Church was established in 1876, as
pointed arch windows in the tower, which is a locCithe first and only place of worship fddegro residents
landmark. 1922 saw the addition of the parish house. O within the Town of AmherstMount Olivet not only served

the past century and a half, devoted parishioners hias a spiritual beacon to its members; the church also
memorialized their fellow parishioners with gifts of altae st abl i shed the first schoo

and chancel linens, communion service and rail, lecte children were educated.
pulpit and lectern, chandeliers and chairs. Furth
information can be found on tablets within the sanctuary

Morningstar Baptist Churdch
100 Star Street

Mount Olivet quickly outgrew its small building and was
forced to seek alternate structures to accommodate its
Ambherst Presbyterian Church growing membership.Church elders formed a committee

163 Second Street and set forth with their efforts to secure building materials
to expand its current structure, until a more appropriate
location and structure could be locate@he committee
soon discovered an abandoned tobacco warehouse located
within a small neighborhood at the intersection of
Needmore Street and Mt. Olive Rodebllowing extensive
discussion, the church family found itself at an impasse;
some church members wanted to remain in the original
church structure, while others advocated for
relocation. Unwavering convictions on both sides lead to
the division of the church family.

Those members wanting to remain were allowed to do so and
The Amherst Presbyterian congregation was fir those desiring relocation moved into their new structure at the
organized May 26, 1831. Sessions met in an open fitintersection of Needmore Street and Mt. Olive Ro@Hose
adjacent to the courthouse or at the Episcopal Churct relocating retained the established church naeent Olive
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